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Where do I start?  Right here!

� What is NAWGJ?

� What are the various ratings of judges?

� What are the requirements to become a judge?

� What do you study?

� How do you test?

� How do you get assigned to meets?

� How much will I get paid?

� What does basic shorthand look like?

� Clinic Opportunities



What is NAWGJ?

� National Association of Women’s Gymnastics Judges

� Educational and professional organization for judges 
in the United States

� Numerous educational benefits

� Insurance coverage

� Sounding board for professional concerns



What are the various ratings?

Advanced Levels

Level 9
Level 10
National
USA Brevet
International Brevet

Entry Levels

Level 4/5 compulsory

Level 7/8 optional



What are the requirements to 
become a judge?

Take the test
Level 4/5 test

and one 
Optional test



What are the requirements to 
become a judge?

Level 4/5 Rating
Eligible for all compulsory 
levels & some beginning 

XCEL levels

Level 8 Rating
Eligible for XCEL and 6/7/8



What are the requirements to 
become a judge?

Level 9 Rating
Eligible for Level 6- 9 

and XCEL

Level 10 Rating
Eligible for 6 – 10 
and XCEL and 

Collegiate 
Gymnastics



Special Exception for College Gymnasts

� A candidate may begin testing at Level 9 if they were a …Regional/National competitor 
as a Senior Level 10 or a college gymnast who competed at Regional/Nationals (any 
division) as a Collegiate gymnast.

� Those qualified individuals may begin testing at Levels 4/5 and/or Level 9.



Exception for Former Senior Elite Athletes

• A candidate may begin testing at Level 10 if they were a former … Senior Elite gymnast 
who participated at a National Elite Classic or above competition.

• Those qualified individuals may begin testing at Levels 4/5 and/or 10.



Exemption Eligibility Form



What do you 
study?

�USAG Development Program 
Compulsory Book (print version) 

�Also available on Google Books

Compulsory Test



Compulsory Book



What do you 
study?

� USAG Development Program Code of 
Points. 

� Also available on Google Books

Optional Test



Optional Code of Points



Test Prep:  NAWGJ.org



How do you test?

� Written tests are online, open book

� Film tests are offered by Test Administrators (TA) in each state

� Master list of test opportunities on USAG website





Passing the Test



I passed my test – what now?

� Join USA Gymnastics as Professional Member

� Complete a Background Check

� Complete the Safety & Risk Management Course

� Complete Safe Sport Training

� Complete review of USAG Safe Sport Policy

� Join other organizations if offered in your locale, e.g. AAU, USAIGC, NGA



What else do I need to do?

� Join NAWGJ at NAWGJ.org

� Practice judge at the levels you will be judging

� Complete CPE (Continuing Professional Education) credits each year to be 
eligible to accept contracts (after first year). 



How do I get assigned to meets?

� Most states use online assigning system

� Register in the system

� Enter dates you are available

� Accept assignments  following email 
notification; generate a contract



Pay Scale





Travel Expenses Reimbursed 

� Mileage at IRS rate:  62.5 cents per mile

� Hotel provided by Meet Director

� Most meals provided by Meet Director

� $20/meal per diem for meals not provided



Professionalism

NAWGJ Rules and Canons 

Standards for professional behavior are reflected in the Canons and Rules

USAG Rules and Policies 

See section on specific responsibilities for judges



Uniform

� Navy skirt/pants and sweater/jacket with white blouse; dresses also available

� NAWGJ uniform after first year



NAWGJ Website

� Become a Judge section

� Detailed information on all processes

� Link to Land’s End Business Site for ordering uniform



Uniform Options



Uniform Options



What else do I need to know?

� The symbols generally mirror the shape of the skill







Hope to see you soon!


