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Erna Wachtel 
 
 
Erna Wachtel, 1907-1955, was an American artistic gymnast, coach and judge. 
Born in Germany, she immigrated to the United States at the age of 19. She won 
multiple AAU gymnastics titles and was named an Honorary Olympic Team 
member for the 1944 games that were cancelled due to World War II. After 
retiring from competitions, Erna served as an international meet referee and 
Brevet judge. She coached the American women’s gymnastics team for the 1956 
Olympics in Melbourne, Australia.  
 
Erna is the author of Girls’ Gymnastics, 1977, which contains photographs and 
brief text describing basic and advanced skills for free exercise, vaulting, uneven 
and even parallel bars, and the balance beam. 
 
Over the years Erna was involved in teaching gymnastics with the Lincoln Turners, 
Navy Peer, Lake Shore and on the University of Illinois campus. She was an 
advocate for gymnastics judges throughout the country. As Meet Referee, she was 
famous for her directive to panel members: Scores please! Scores please! She 
mentored many Illinois judges and throughout the years, her influence expanded 
to countless others.  
 
In honor of Erna, an award/scholarship was created. The “Erna Wachtel Judges 
Award” was given to someone who exceeded or showed extra effort in the 
gymnastics community. It was given at Judges Cup from 1996-2010 and many 
received it over those years. The award has evolved and is now the Erna Wachtel 
Athlete’s Award and presented at the Illinois State USA Gymnastics Awards 
banquet. Erna’s influence continues to touch the lives of many. 
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LINKS TO MORE INFORMATION ABOUT ERNA: 
 
Gymnast Magazine August/September 1973  
Erna Wachtel, one of five to earn her Brevet rating. 
https://issuu.com/usagymnastics/docs/1973_6augsept/29 
 
 

Inducted into the USAG Hall of Fame in 1974 
Erna Wachtel USA Gymnastics Hall of Fame 1974 
https://www.usagymlegacy.org/hof/class/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://issuu.com/usagymnastics/docs/1973_6augsept/29
https://nawgj.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Erna-Wachtel.pdf
https://www.usagymlegacy.org/hof/class/
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Nov 1982 USGF Magazine 
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Erna Wachtel Memorial Tribute, Technique Magazine July 1995, p 12-13 
https://issuu.com/usagymnastics/docs/1995_7jul 
 
 

https://issuu.com/usagymnastics/docs/1995_7jul
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NAWGJ NATIONAL NEWSLETTER 
June 1995 
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Erna Wachtel Inducted into the USA Gymnastics Region 5 Hall of Fame 2008 
https://cdn1.sportngin.com/attachments/document/0153/1746/Erna-Wachtel-
Biography.pdf?_gl=1*1wzufwm*_ga*NzI2MDA4ODQ5LjE2Nzg5OTU5NTY.*_ga_PQ25JN9PJ8*MTY3ODk5NTk1
Ni4xLjAuMTY3ODk5NTk1Ni4wLjAuMA..#_ga=2.181852324.2050117371.1678995956-726008849.1678995956 
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