
About Denise 
 

1.  When did you become a NAWGJ member and what positions did you hold in NAWGJ? 
a. I became a NAWGJ member in 1977 (I was just a child) 
b. Positions:  State Committee, SJD, RJD, Secretary 

2.  Name highlights from your judging career.  
a. The very best was developing life-long friendships with amazing judges.  Many of 

us have traveled to interesting places together outside of gymnastics.   
b. I value watching gymnasts learn the art of self-discipline and excellent work 

ethics; skills they will use throughout their lifetime. 
c. Judging great gymnastics; whether it is Compulsories, Developmental, or 

Collegiate.  
d.  Working with the National Board to provide quality education to our members.  

The members of your leaders are a group of kind, hard-working judges who, 
behind the scenes, make all of us better.   

3. Name highlights from your personal career. 
a. I have had amazing support from my husband (who is a saint) to our 5 kids and 

11 grandkids. The little ones can’t quite figure out what I am doing every 
weekend yet I know I will soon need to give those weekends to their sporting 
events. Wrestling, basketball, track…One of them will be a little gymnast soon.    

b. I retired from a great job as a Speech/Language Pathologist.  I worked with 
children with autism mostly; teaching social skills, problem-solving, and setting 
up communication systems for schools/families. I loved my job, just not the 
excessive paperwork. 

4. What impact has judging had on your life?  
a. I was a gymnast many decades ago and competed for Pacific University in 

Oregon.  Varina French was my coach, who happened to be the JCI (Judges 
Certification, Incorporated) Coordinator back in the day.  She has had a lasting 
impact on how I try to treat others with respect; giving them dignity by seeing 
their inner strength and beauty.   She also encouraged her team to become 
judges.  Hence– I stuck with it and love it. 

b. It takes a special type of personality to love the detail we notice.  For me, it 
accentuates my desire to challenge my brain, much like a puzzle, which I love.  
Sometimes it consumes my life in a good way making my brain put all the pieces 
in the right spot, other times it fills in the blanks with amazing beauty.  

c. Mostly, gymnastics judging has led me to great friendships with judges who 
share a similar love for the complexities of the sport of gymnastics.    

5. My spare time?? 
a. Grandkids, grandkids, grandkids.  We pretend to take the magna-dolls to art 

museums, zoos, bakeries, … We play basketball, badminton, and swing.   We 
plant gardens, propagate plants, dig in the dirt and make mud pies.  We play 
many games from Guess Who to chess.   You name it, we do it.  These are my 
happy times. 

b. I love puzzles, gardening, and wine.  What a life! 


